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My name is Dr. Brian Punak and I am the Principal of Hackettstown High School. I am here to
respectfully say to you, "If it ain't broke, don't fix it".

Please understand that while the random testing program has been in place at Hackettstown High School
for four years, I have only been at Hackettstown for a year and this is my first experience at a school that
does random testing. Thus, I am not one of the big name, firmly entrenched random testing people.
However, I am here to tell you that the process as it currently exists is working.

First, I will tell you what you already know: random testing gives students a reason to say no without fear
of ridicule. It is a lot easier for a student, when faced with that situation to say "No, I can't because the
school tests me and I want to play football" or say, ''No, I can't because the school tests me and I want to
be in the play" than it is to say ''No I can't because my parents will be mad at me" or even ''No, I can't
because my parents test me."

In the four years of testing at Hackettstown High School, we have tested almost 400 students and have
had only 2 students that have tested positive. Clearly, random testing is having its desired effect, which is
deterrence and not diagnosis as the proposed new rules would suggest. I also submit to you that the
proposed rules might actually cause schools that are considering random testing to reconsider and some
that already have the program in place to end it.

What I am asking is:
Why not allow us to sit with you and show you our stats and show you how effective a deterrent random
testing really is?
Why not give all of the schools a chance to tell you how effective it has been just as it is?
Why not give us a chance to tell you that there have been zero complaints about the process that is in
place?
Why not give us a chance to show you how the current testing process is, indeed, a "best practice" for
deterrence?

Why not give us an opportunity to explain what we do and how it works?

We have had zero complaints.
We have had zero litigation.
We have had zero informal complaints.

In fact, the policy in place at Hackettstown High School is cited and featured as a model policy for other
schools to emulate on the Office of National Drug Control Policy website.

-- - -- -- --



Our policy and procedure is a "Best Practice".
I ask you to give us and the other schools a chance to show you why it works just as it is and I urge to
reconsider the new rules that would require us and other schools to either use or become a licensed
collection facility.
I ask you again to please remember the old adage, "If it ain't broke, don't fix it".
I hope that you will take our thoughts into consideration and I thank you for the opportunity to share them
with you today.
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